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A PUSH by adventurer Dick 
Smith to have an aviation 
milestone recognised at a 
Culcairn paddock has been 
embraced by Greater Hume 
Shire's mayor.

Tony Quinn was com-
menting after Mr Smith 
sent a letter to the mayor 
on September 19 seeking 
support from the council for 
a monument.

It would honour World 
War I soldiers Ray Parer and 
John McIntosh who in 1920 
became the � rst pilots to 
complete a single-engine 
plane journey from England 
to Australia.

� eir odyssey ended 
dramatically when engine 
problems prompted a forced 
landing in a paddock south 
of Culcairn near the Olympic 
Highway and Lowes Road.

Mr Smith visited the site 
on September 1 and told  � e 
Border Mail  he would like 
a monument there to mark 
the milestone and to allow 
passersby to stop and learn 
of the extraordinary story.

Subsequently in his letter, 
the former computer and 
food salesman told Cr Quinn 

he would "be happy to do-
nate up to $10,000 towards 
the display".

"It could be anything from 
a simple stone monument 
at the corner of Lowes Rd 

and � e Olympic Highway, 
to a drive through rest stop 
allowing people to park - 
which would be a better op-
tion," Mr Smith wrote.

"I believe this location is of 

historical signi� cance for the 
people in the Culcairn area, 
and it should be recognised."

Cr Quinn said he was keen 
for the idea to become reality.

"� ere's no need for a 

council debate or a resolu-
tion, it's history that needs to 
be observed," Cr Quinn said.

"We'll respond to him very 
positively and basically get 
on with it."

Asked about the need to 
lobby Transport for NSW 
to carve access from the 
Olympic Highway, Cr Quinn 

said "we'll work through 
the cobwebs to get the 
right answers".

Meanwhile, Cr Quinn on 
September 20 was re-elected 
to another term as mayor, 
winning a vote 5-4 from 
councillor Lea Parker who 
was nominated by former 
mayor Heather Wilton.

 Anthony Bunn 

Mayor backs push to mark historic � ight

 Entrepreneur Dick Smith in the paddock where pioneer aviators made a dramatic 
landing that saw their plane flip after touching down. Picture by Tara Trewhella  
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 We'll respond to him very positively 
and basically get on with it. 
Greater Hume mayor Tony Quinn

 Tony Quinn is happy to support a monument for Greater 
Hume's link to international aviation history, saying he is 
keen to make it a reality. Picture by Mark Jesser 

Kind Kids
Design a Mascot
Competition

ACM is the proud media partner of the Kindness Factory.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Competition opens Saturday 9th September
2023 and closes 11.59pm Sunday 15th October. Kindness Factory has the
right to alter designs to ensure all mascots are aligned. Entry is open to
school children aged 4 to 13. For full terms and conditions please visit
kindnessfactory.com/mascots. *Learning environments for kids aged 4-13.

WIN A $3,500
PRIZE PACK FOR YOUR SCHOOL*

We invite you to get creative and design a mascot for one
or more of the 12 attributes of kindness - Collaboration,
Compassion, Empathy, Gratitude, Honesty, Humility, Humour,
Mindfulness Meditation, Perspective, Positivity, Self Acceptance
or Trust.

By entering you could win a $3,500 prize pack for your school.

To enter visit KINDNESSFACTORY.COM/MASCOTS
Competition closes 15th October 2023. GOODLUCK!


